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Certainly if any one was injured by the Turkish time shrapnel it can only have been by accident, for they burst it at an altitude at which it is only effective as a firework display.
The second sortie took place a week later. A force of about the same strength advanced some little distance to the south, shelled the enemy out of a position they were holding on a ridge overlooking the town from that quarter, and bombarded the village of Haddah, which the infantry entered later after some hand-to-hand fighting. The Turkish force had to retire about midday in somewhat of a hurry, having been outflanked by the enemy, who had re-occupied in considerable force the ridge taken earlier in the day. Some of the soldiers brought back with them heads of the Arabs who had been killed, which, stuck on bayonets, they paraded round the town, to the great edification of all beholders. Hamdi Effendi was careful to explain to me that the number of these did not represent the total " bag," but only such of the enemy as had been slain in single combat and a Varme blanche.
The Turks made their third sortie on March 29. This was of exceptional interest to me because it was the most serious engagement of the siege, and I was able to witness it from a commanding position within a few hundred yards of the actual fighting, while yet incurring little more danger than one does in watching a bull-fight.
On this occasion the Turks made a determined effort to drive the enemy from Shaoob. Their batteries were posted on the (Cdonkey's back" at daybreak, and aided by the guns of the citadel and those over the gates on that side of the city, bombarded the position. Hamdi Effendi took Ahmad and myself on to the roof of the Government buildings, where we found ourselves about midway between the Turkish artillery position and its target, and only just out of the line of fire of the citadel guns. This roof, like the minarets of the Bakili Mosque, and indeed every other point of vantage, was crowded with spectators. The streets were empty and the shops were shut, for all Sanaa had gone to see the sport. Though within easy range the Arabs refrained from